  Session 7

Another Obstacle in the Way of 
Forgiveness
And, still, we cannot forgive

We have come to the end of a difficult and painful road! We just finished the session, in which we learned how to forgive and, full of hope, we are waiting for our life to change and for the joy that we have experienced several times during the previous sessions, even if just for short periods, to settle in. 

And, still, at difficult times, during crisis situations, we react as if we have never completed the Seminary. We fall into the schemas identified earlier before we even have the time to say “Lord, have mercy on me”! What is happening with us? Even though we know how to forgive, when we look closer, we realize that we cannot do so!

If you have come to this conclusion, it proves that you have done fairly and properly the homework of the Seminary and that you have come to its end. The goal of our endeavour, which is actually your endeavour with God, is learning from experience, understanding until the bitter end the fact that we have something to forgive, that we know what forgiveness is, that we wish to live the joy of forgiving, but that we cannot forgive! This is the moment of our awakening. It is only now that we can hear the voice of God, full of love, telling us: “Without Me you cannot do anything!”. It is only now that we can say “Lord, come and do inside of me and with me everything that I could not do when I have tried to do it without You, or when I tried to turn You into the slave of my desires, which pushed me deeper into suffering and confusion! Come, oh, Lord! Here and now I let myself into Your hands, which created me, and I pray to You: teach me how to do meet your will! I am ready to follow You! Help my powerlessness!”.   
If we sense an inner resistance when we try to say these words, we have to ask ourselves why is it so? If we listen again carefully – and honestly – to the thoughts and emotions, which overcome us when we try to let ourselves fully into the hands of God, we realize that it is fear and a hidden anger that prevail, and maybe the question that has bothered us all along: “Why have all these happened to me?”. Here is where we find the last barrier to forgiveness: the forgiveness of God! Many of us don’t have the courage to utter this notion, but it will burst out, in the most unexpected moments, as thoughts of blasphemy, revolt, judgement, accompanied by feelings of despair and powerlessness. This is the last bastion of the Devil. He, the creator of lie, has suggested to us from the beginning that “the Lord is a wicked Master, Who brought us into this world to live in hardship and Who doesn’t do anything to improve our condition; Who, actually, is on the watch for each of our failures, waiting to punish us. And, anyways, what he asks from us through His precepts is far too much. And it looks like He only expects us to fulfil His precepts. Others seem just happy without doing so...”
It’s important to realize that these thoughts come especially during our times of worship and devotion, during the moments when we listen to God with the hope of feeling the joy that He promised to us. And this is a sign that our worship is not done in the way the Lord has taught us, in “spirit and in truth”! As far as the worship “in sprit” is concerned, the Seminary has taught us how and what we have to do, but as far as the worship “in truth” goes, although it is being taught in the Church and in the family, a few more explanations may be necessary. Without worshiping in truth, we cannot learn God the way He is, the way He has revealed Himself in His Holy Church, and, deep in our heart, we will continue to be frustrated with Him. Let us then follow the advice of St. Paul the Apostle and “make peace with God” in the name of Christ.      

The Reconciliation with God
This reconciliation, the beginning and the strength of every reconciliation, is a work of mystery between God and each individual. It can only start with the acceptance of the question: “If God is love, why has He allowed that I experience and that I provoke so much pain? If God knew that I will do things that will stop me from being redeemed, or that I will not be able to know Him, why has He brought me into this life?” In this or another similar form, this question, whether it is being articulated, torments all those who assume the attitude of the criminal crucified on “the left side” of Jesus. Ignoring it and refusing to acknowledge the fact that it torments us when we cannot identify with the criminal on the right side, who cried “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom”, means that we are either denying the love of God, or are experiencing a deep indifference towards our relationship with Him. By acting so, we do nothing else but delay entering into the relationship with God until the moment of our death, and so we refuse to accept the His gift of love. 

“If you knew the gift of God”, the Lord said to the woman of Samaria... But do we know the gift of God? 

This gift from God is God Himself, Who came to us, in us, so He can be with us, in this life, which is not the gift He has made to us at the time of our Creation, but rather an inheritance from our parents and ancestors. 

The coming into existence of every individual is the concurred work of God with the parents. The human being as a person, as an individual, doesn’t exist before his conception in the womb of his mother. You, the one who is asking this question, did not exist before being called into existence by the conceiving act of your parents. Before that moment, you were not in some heavenly pockets or drawers, waiting to be thrown or sent into a life especially prepared for you. Such a belief not only corresponds to the heresy of Origen or others of the kind, but also makes impossible the learning of God as Love.

You, as a unique individual, singular and inimitable, were created and brought into existence by God as your body was being formed through the act of conception between your parents. At that particular moment you received, at the same time, the personal existence from God and the human life from your parents. It was not God, Who chose your parents, but it was them who called you into life, consciously or unconsciously, through their act of conception, and it was God, Who created you as the embodiment of this life. And you, as a person created after the image of God, received then the power and the ability to acquire, under these exact circumstances, the likeness to Him. Moreover, through the Holy act of Baptism, you were born a second time, from God, and received an eternal, godlike life, grafting the powerless and ephemeral life received from your parents onto Christ, our true Life. You have received and continue to receive in His Holy Church the power and the ability to transform the life of misery inherited from this world into a blessing. Your life as a Christian is a true liturgy in which you, freely and responsibly, are offering to God your human life, with its pains and anxieties, its longings and desires, so He can transform them into a holy life. He, the Lord, tells His disciples that their sadness and pain will turn into happiness! And somewhere else, revelling to us the mystery of blissfulness, He shows to us that we can acquire it by believing, despite the “little” we have received.
As long as we will not accept these truths into our hearts, we will not be able to take another step on the road of forgiveness.           
But for the next step we stumble over a new question: “Why doesn’t God interfere when we are suffering unjustly, why does He allow that we are abused and tortured, that we get sick and are being persecuted, and that we later turn ourselves into abusers and persecutors?” The answer to this question is another mystery, and without understanding and accepting it we will not be able to come forward: the mystery of Freedom.

We are born into this world and this world rejected the Lord. The Lord respects the freedom of the individual and doesn’t interfere with his will unless He is called for. He does so out of love; out of respect for the dignity, which He granted the human being from the beginning, and out of love. Out of love, because only in this way will man be able to see, feel and understand that he is not complete without God. God, who doesn’t act in the world as an authority that makes justice according to the laws and desires of the fallen man, but inside those, who chose to break apart from this world and to enter into His Kingdom. 
God doesn’t change the world, but the individual, who has received Him and has believed in His Name by fulfilling His precepts according to His New Law. By respecting the precepts, the individual acquires the power to become the son of God in spirit and to be free. At this point all becomes new to him and his outside will turn into the mirror of his inside. His purpose will no longer be the search for pleasant and comforting external conditions, but for the opportunity to transform every place and every moment into a chance to meet God, to live in God, to love with Him and like Him, to step with Him towards the final goal, the eternal life of bliss. By first searching for the Kingdom of God, according to His precepts, we will realize with astonishment that all our wishes will automatically be fulfilled!
And so, if we suffered abuses and pain, it was because those who inflicted them onto us were free to choose or to obey the choice made by those who brought them into this world – the choice to live without God and without following His precepts. They chose to remain the slaves of the abuses they experienced and to carry them on like a curse. Each of us was or will come to a point where he will have the freedom to choose how to handle life and its events. We all have the opportunity to choose either to be free in and with Christ, or to let ourselves be enslaved by external events, by inner passions and the evil impulse to make ourselves justice or to take revenge when things don’t turn the way we want.    
But everyone who has learned the taste and distaste of “I am free to do whatever I want” and has suffered enough to understand that what he seems to wish is not his free choice, will have the courage to choose to become “the slave” of God – that is the slave of love, of forgiveness, of patience and of a bliss that is out of this world.   

Homework

1. Continue to read every day the Akathist of the Holy Spirit, or other prayers to the Holy Spirit.

2. Read the attached materials and write down the impressions and feelings you are experiencing.

3. Choose a moment of the day and stay in front of God to offer Him your heart and its feelings, and to pray Him to turn their pain and sadness into the joy He has promised.

